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Since our last newsletter, neighborhood 
inspections by Merit Management have 
resumed.  Between April 1 and 9, 37 streets 
were inspected.  There are 44 more streets 
that will be checked in the next few weeks.  
What the inspectors noticed on that first 
round were numerous new paint jobs and 
evidence that people are making the effort to 
keep their properties neat.    
 

Happily, there were only 66 letters sent in 
this first round.  This figure is much lower 
than pre-COVID times.  Please remember 
that the letters are meant to remind folks 
about areas of maintenance that need to be 
addressed.  Should you happen to receive a 
letter, you will notice that the description of 
the deed restriction violation(s) is more 
specific.  In addition, there will be as many 
as four (4) photos that give examples of a 
home’s violation(s).  (See attached photo 
with mold and/or mildew circled for this 
newsletter.  The photos accompanying the 
letters will be in color. 

 

In the event that you have never received a 
letter, I believe you will find that the initial 
letters are not threatening in the least.  
 

Sample Text from Letter: 
 

The Northdale Special District, along with 
the NCA, has contracted with Merit 
Management, a local community association 
management company.  We have tasked 
Merit with assisting us in addressing the 
regular maintenance and aesthetics of the 
properties throughout the Northdale 
community.  Northdale has a reputation as a 
highly desirable in the Tampa Bay area.  We 
want to maintain that reputation and keep 
our property values rising. 

NCA Deed Restriction  
Committee Report 

 

Tom Murray 
Chairman 

Part of this effort involves Merit completing 
regular community inspections to address the 
maintenance needs in our neighborhoods and 
to improve the aesthetics and property values 
moving forward.  During a recent 
community inspection, we noticed the 
following concern(s) and would like to ask 
for your attention to these matters: 
 

Issue(s) of Concern     Date 04/08/21                                                                                                           
 

House needs to be cleaned of dirt, algae, 
mold and mildew                                            
 

We would appreciate your prompt attention 
to the item(s) listed above and, on behalf of 
the Special District, the Northdale Civic 
Association and your neighbors, we thank 
you for your anticipated cooperation.  
 

If you have questions or concerns, please 
email NCA@meritfl.com.  You can find the 
Deed Restriction Guidelines on the 
Northdale Civic Association website at 
www.northdale.org. 
 

Respectfully, 
The Northdale Team 

 

Thomas Murray 

Deed Restriction Committee Chairman 

mailto:NCA@meritfl.com
http://www.northdale.org




Greetings to all Northdale residents and 

homeowners.  

 

I hope everyone is doing well and in good 

health. If you just join our community, the 

Northdale Civic Association, Inc. (NCA) 

wants to take this opportunity to welcome 

you to our community.  Northdale is a 

highly respected, low crime, family-

oriented neighborhood that offers residents 

many amenities. Northdale businesses 

offer a wide variety of goods and services.  

 

As in previous letter, I want to start this 

letter with a message of gratitude and 

thanksgiving to the everyday heroes on the 

frontlines of this pandemic who each day 

put their lives on the line to serve and 

protect us during these challenging times.  

And though this year has been difficult, 

certainly, there are reasons for hope, and 

even optimism.  So, to all doctors, nurses, 

firefighters, police, caregivers, teachers, 

military members, and volunteers…thank 

you! for all you do. Your dedication and 

selflessness give all of us hope in our time 

of need.   

 

The NCA publishes the Northdale 

community newsletter bi-monthly. A 

hardcopy is mailed to homeowners and 

residents of Northdale community. 

However, we do make it available to view 

on the Northdale community website, 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

www.northdale.org. We ask that you Like 

us on Facebook to receive notifications of 

meetings, events, etc. The bi-monthly 

NCA newsletter is a good source of 

information design to keep you up to date 

about important recent homeownership 

news and provide you with updates about 

pending changes in the laws that affect 

homeowners.  Moreover, the bi-monthly 

NCA newsletters also include articles with 

community activities and events as well as 

promoting local business and services.  

 

In terms of the NCA Membership, I’m 

happy to report Membership Dollars are 

up 3% for first three months in 2021 

compared to last year. I’m confident, 

overall membership will continue to 

increase gradually over time. I want to 

thank all of you that have already 

responded by sending in your $50 annual 

payment. Conversely, I want to thank the 

many homeowners that support our efforts 

with their membership dollars. If you have 

not yet joined, we provide easy payment 

on-line at www.northdale.org, or return the 

form in this issue with your remittance. 

 

Our partnership with the Northdale Special 

District and Merit Management deed 

restrictions enforcement continues to pay 

dividend for the entire community. In 

general, a well-managed deed-restricted 

community is one in which an association 

outlines and enforces rules. Such rules are 

design to regulate the way communities 

looks and to ensure the neighborhood stays 

in good shape, which helps keep home 

values. To this end, the NCA will continue 

to work in partnership with the Northdale 

Special District and Merit Management to 

continue this effort.   

 

Finally, I want to recognize and publicly 

thank the NCA Board Members for their 

commitment and service to the 

community. NCA Board Members and 

positions are filled by volunteers – well-

meaning community members like you 

who are invested in the continued success 

of Northdale community.  We are always 

looking for individuals who want to make 

a difference in the community either by 

joining the NCA board or perhaps serving 

as an advisor in one of our special advisor 

groups. Either way, the NCA is eager to 

hear from you. Come and visit us, the 

NCA Board meetings are held on the third 

Tuesday of every month in the Northdale 

park building “B” game room at the 

Northdale Recreation Center starting at 

7:00 PM. Members of the public are 

always welcome, and input is deeply 

appreciated. 

 

Nelson Marcano                                           

President, NCA 

“WITHOUT A SENSE OF CARING,  

THERE CAN BE NO SENSE OF COMMUNITY” 

~ ANTHONY J DANGELO 

http://www.northdale.org
http://www.northdale.org
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The Northdale Civic Association is a volunteer organization whose mission is to make Northdale a 
better place to live and increase property values by enforcing the deed restrictions to which each 
homeowner is legally subject. 
 

The NCA is also the organized voice of Northdale, and represents residents when issues affecting 
Northdale are raised by Hillsborough County, the State of Florida and other governing bodies. The 
NCA issues this Newsletter and organizes the following events and programs: Welcome Wagon, 
Easter Egg Hunt, Community Garage Sales, Family Fun Festival, Northdale Pumpkin Run, 
Holiday Decorating Contest, Meet the Candidates, and the Northdale OWLS (Older, Wiser, Lively, 
Seniors).  Board meetings are open to the public and held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month except 
December. 

 

HOW TO JOIN THE NCA 
 

Forms are available in each edition of the Northdale Newsletter.  There are forms online at 
www.northdale.org. 
 

HOW TO JOIN THE BOARD 
 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $50.00.  All members are eligible to run for NCA Board 
positions in elections held each January.  Elections for those positions are made by the sitting board 
at the monthly board meetings.  The dates of those meetings are posted in the Community 
Calendar. 
 

NCA BOARD OFFICERS 

President: Nelson Marcano - Golf Course Estates II - 813-732-9998 

Vice President: James Salgado - Fairway Villas, Brentwood Park & Country Mill - 813-610-2115 

Secretary: Alicia Moreno – Bay Levitt - 813-963-1412  

Treasurer: Bill Castens – The Woodlands - 813-833-0102 
 

NCA BOARD DIRECTORS 

Gerald Johnson - Golf Club Estates I - 813-787-3103 

Robert Demeo – Golf Club Estates III - 813-546-0873 

Martha Hughes – Fox Hollow - 813-477-0924 

Robert Mantler – Claywell - 813-843-2137 

Angela Bianco – The Hammocks - 813-586-0243 

Raymond Powell – Silverhill - 813-264-6157 

Hector Hernandez Jr. - Gables I - 516-643-7385 

Zachary Sechrist - Gables II -  813-344-7371 

Amar Dembla - Gables III - 813-265-3225 
 
 

 
DEED RESTRICTION VIOLATIONS 

 

The Deed Restriction documents for each of the “villages” that make up Northdale are available on 
the community website www.northdale.org.  Select “Deed Restrictions” from the left side of the 
Main Page and click on the picture of the entrance to your “village” (e.g. Bay Levitt, Gables I, etc.) 
The deed restriction file will be displayed and can be printed off for your records.  

The NCA has contracted with Merit Management Association-Perfected (“Merit”) to conduct 
periodic neighborhood inspections and act on their findings of deed restriction violations. In 
addition, residents may request an investigation of a possible violation themselves from the 
Northdale website, www.northdale.org. From the left side of the Main Page, click on “Deed 
Restrictions”, page down and Select “Complaint Form” and fill it out with all pertinent 
information. A photo can be attached with the form to help document the problem. Select 
“Submit” to transmit the form directly to Merit at NCA@MeritFL.com.  Deed Restriction 
Complaints must be in writing. 

When a deed restriction violation is found, Merit will send a letter to the homeowner(s) with a 
request to correct the problem(s). Merit will then complete a second inspection. Merit will send a 
second letter if the homeowner has not corrected the violation(s). Merit will then complete a third 
inspection. If the violation(s) remains after the third letter, legal action will be pursued. The 
resident will be notified of this step in the fourth letter. If there are extenuating circumstances that 
prevent a homeowner from correcting the violation(s), it is recommended they document the reason 
by writing to Merit at NCA@MeritFL.com.  

The NCA will not get involved in conflicts between neighbors, animal complaints or landscaping 
issues due to drought. 

WHAT IS THE NCA? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Location Note: 

Northdale Civic Association 

& Northdale Special District 

meetings are held in 

Building B - game room 

Northdale Park & Rec Center 

15550 Spring Pine Drive 

Tampa, FL 33624 

 

May 11 

NSD meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

May 18 

NCA meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

June 8 

NSD meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

June 15 

NCA meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Residents are always welcome  

and your input is truly 

appreciated. 

 

Please remember 

to wear a face mask 

and adhere to  

social distancing. 

http://www.northdale.org
http://www.northdale.org
http://www.northdale.org
mailto:NCA@MeritFL.com
mailto:NCA@MeritFL.com
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Our Mission is to create a growing network of co-ed seniors, to provide social activities, local events, travel, 

entertainment and educational seminars in common interest groups as ways to safely enjoy our lives. 

 
DESPITE VACCINATIONS - LARGE INSIDE GROUP  

GATHERINGS ARE STILL ON HOLD! 
 

 

When Hillsborough County closed all Parks & Rec buildings a year ago, all OWLS Club activities were put on hold. We 

tried to restart meetings in December 2020, but due to county increasing positivity rates, the OWLS continued to suspend 

monthly meetings.  

 

Most seniors have now been vaccinated, and the county positivity rate is projected to drop to acceptable levels as larger 

segments of the population gets the vaccine. While large group indoor gatherings at the county park are still on hold, small 

group gatherings are coming back as most OWLS are ready to get out of the house! Bunco continues at Brunchies (every 3 rd 

Monday). Pickleball, Line dancing, Chair Yoga, Stretch & Tone, Cards, Mahjongg & Hand & Foot are back meeting weekly 

at the Park.  

 

If you are ready to resume some social activities with safeguards in place, register for some of these small group programs at 

the Northdale Park. Contact Senior Program Supervisor, Raheem Douglas (813) 450-6502 to get the details.  

If you are interested in the overnight “John Erb’s Famous Mango Run” to Indian Town, Florida for July 17 & 18, contact 

Ruth Zeigler (813) 962-0397 for details. We are trying to restart the OWLS Lunch Bunch events soon, and may have an 

outdoor OWLS Picnic at the Park. Time will tell, but we currently plan on a Sept. 7th large group gathering the day after 

Labor Day as the restart of monthly meetings of the OWLS. If we do meet, wear your Red, Blue & White and celebrate the 

U.S.A. Most of us have many blessings! 

 

Whatever you decide, we encourage you to stay busy, eat healthy and continue to wear PE when required… And please go 

out of your way to be kind to others as we are all in this together, and this too shall pass! LOOKING FORWARD TO 

HOOTING AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER! 

Still Got Questions?  

Contact Bill Castens at                                                                                              

(813) 833-0102 



NORTHDALE SPECIAL DISTRICT 

The Northdale Special District last met on Tuesday, March 9.  At that time, a lengthy discussion 

ensued regarding signage of Northdale streets, specifically, the demarcation of the 13 villages.  

This discussion was triggered after the board received several requests by residents to evaluate 

the neighborhood’s current signs.  Among the points of discussion was the potential cost any 

changes might require. 

 

When Northdale was first developed, the contractors built many walls that included signs 

identifying each village.  These wall/signs were installed, as far as we know, based on the 

contractors’ choices.  In our research, we learned that there are at least 16 entrances, off of 

Northdale Boulevard, Northdale Boulevard Extension and Dawnview Drive (the neighborhood’s 

main thoroughfares), which do not have specific village labels.   

 

In pursuing this project, the Special District faces a few dilemmas.  First of all, which village is 

served by a particular entrance.  Next, each area would need a land survey completed.  Issues 

regarding the engineering of each entrance would need to be solved.  The style and material of 

wall and lettering will need to be determined.  After all of these details are priced, the NSD will 

have to decide if it can afford this project or should the money be spent on other needs. 

 

An area that continues to be problematic is homeowners or renters along the Northdale Extension 

continue to feel that they have the right to trim the trees on the street side of the wall-the 

common area-as they please.  Please remember, these trees are Live Oaks.  They require 

permitting.  If you, as a homeowner, believe that these trees are impacting your property, please 

reach out to the Northdale Special District before hiring a licensed arborist. 

 

As a typo correction from the last newsletter, please remember that the Northdale Special District 

is partnering with the Northdale Civic Association in the monitoring and enforcement of deed 

restrictions.  Northdale DOES NOT have a Home Owners’ Association. 

 

Finally, an opening still remains on the Special District Board.  To take on this role, you need to 

be a registered voter, reside in Northdale and want to be involved in helping keep our community 

an attractive and desirable place to live.  

Tom Murray 

President 
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NORTHDALE SPECIAL DISTRICT 

WHAT is the NSD? 

The Northdale Special District is a Hillsborough County dependent tax district. The 

Northdale Special District was originally set-up under a State ordinance, but in 1992 

was adopted under County ordinance #92-35. The County collects the taxes for the 

District and provides the ordinance or regulations that give authority to the District. 

Funds are derived from the County non-ad valorem tax of $130 per residential unit. 

Residents in single family homes, along with apartments and condominiums are 

assessed $130. Also, all properties within Northdale boundaries including businesses 

and other non-profit groups are taxed based on an equitable per residential unit basis. 

 

The Northdale Special District is responsible for maintaining the common areas 

throughout Northdale. These areas include the main entrances coming into Northdale, 

landscaping in common areas alongside roadways and medians, neighborhood 

entrances, the outer surface of the block walls and along the roadside. The Northdale 

Special District also maintains selected lakes and wetland areas along the main 

roadways in Northdale. 

 

The Northdale Special District is governed by a Board of nine trustees who are elected 

by the public or appointed by the Board. Board members must be registered voters and 

reside in Northdale. The trustees receive no compensation for their work. The board 

has hired an administrator, Merit Management, to complete many of the day-to-day 

details of the Northdale Special District, including deed restrictions. The administrator 

is a sub-contracted (paid) position. 

 

The Northdale Special District, unlike the County, does NOT maintain roads, street 

lighting, street signs, installation of speed humps or animal safety concerns. These 

issues should be directed to Hillsborough County. The main purpose of the Northdale 

Special District is to keep Northdale a neat and attractive community. Although 

separate from the Northdale Civic Association, the Northdale Special District is 

partnering with the NCA in the enforcement of Deed Restrictions. Together, the 

Northdale Special District and the NCA will continue working towards their goal of 

making Northdale a great place to live. 

 

Although the Northdale Special District does maintain the common areas in 

Northdale, there are many areas that the Northdale Special District does not control. 

The District does not maintain roads, street lighting, street signs or utility lines. Also, 

the Northdale Special District does not maintain private property or enforce deed 

restrictions. Deed Restrictions are enforced by the Northdale Civic Association 

(NCA). The Northdale Special District and the Northdale Civic Association are two 

different and separate bodies. The Northdale Special District is a public governmental 

body and the Northdale Civic Association is a private association of Northdale 

residents. Only the Civic Association has authority to issue deed restriction warnings. 

Northdale Special  

District Board of 

Trustees 
 

Tom Murray 

President 
 

Earl Albright 

Vice President 
 

Anthony Rodriguez 

Treasurer 
 

Don Hachey 

Secretary 
 

Bill Castens 

Ronny Garcia 

Ray Klaus 

Anthony Romano 
 

Contact Information 

813-381-5435 

Northdale Special District 

3433 Lithia Pinecrest Rd 

#301 

Valrico, FL 33596 

rick@meritfl.com 
 

Northdale Special 

Districtmeetings are held at                 

7:00 p.m. 

Building B - game room 

Northdale Park &                       

Rec Center 

15550 Spring Pine Drive 

Tampa, FL 33624 
 

Next meetings are: 

May 11, 2021 

        June 8, 2021  
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PENDING PARK OPENING WEEKLY RECREATION PROGRAMS FOR OWLS 







DETER AUTO BURGLARY  

The overwhelming majority of all auto burglaries reported, over 

80%, occur to vehicles left unsecured. An unlocked car makes an 

easy target for criminals. One inside, a thief can be in and out of your 

car within seconds, and with whatever you left inside – cash or a 

checkbook, electronics, a firearm, your garage door opener or house 

keys, and in some cases even your car! You can deter auto burglary 

by following these few simple recommendations: 

• Always lock your car; Roll up all the windows and lock all the 

doors.  

• Never leave your car unattended while the engine is still running 

(it’s a violation of State law.) 

• Never leave items of value inside your car out in plain sight. 

Remove them from your car or secure them in the trunk. 

• Always activate your car alarm.  

• Try to park in well lit, highly visible areas or inside a secured 

and monitored garage. 
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