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Sometime around 1946 Walter Wyman “Willie” Ragg, Sr. purchased 1,300 
acres of land known today as Northdale.  He purchased the extensive prop-

erty from the widow of Paul Nichols, who in turn 
had purchased the “ranch” from a man named 
Anderson.  Mr. Nichols was a Rambler dealer in 
St. Pete, Nichols Brothers’ American Motors.  
When the Nichols family owned the property it 
was worked as a dairy farm.  Willie maintained 
the dairy until the early 1960’s when he closed 
that portion of the farm and from then on ran it 

purely as a cattle ranch. 
 

Walter Wyman “Wy” Ragg, Jr. was born in 1949 and lived 
in a log cabin on the ranch that had once served as 

a bunk house.  At one time three generations of 
Raggs lived on the property and included Wil-

lie’s mother and younger brother, Louis G. 
“Dick” Ragg, who was an aspiring poet and lived 

in a cabin next to the barn.  In the mid 1950’s due 
to illness the family moved to Davis Islands and 
maintained Ragg Ranch as a full working cattle 
ranch.  In 1967 Willie was diagnosed with can-
cer and underwent surgery to remove one of his 
kidneys.  Treatment was a success and Ragg 
Ranch returned to normal.  Wy married Sandi 
Lou in 1969 and returned to the log cabin the 
family occupied when Wy was a baby.  Can-
cer struck Willie again in the early 1970’s 

and he beat it again but this time he decided to sell 
the ranch as 1,300 plus acres of cattle was just too much to 

handle and he wanted to make long-term plans to protect his family. 
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Criterion Corporation purchased the entire acreage 
of Ragg Ranch.   Willie then bought back ten acres 
so that the family had a place to live.  The family 
continued to live in the log cabins in the area today 
occupied by Bob Sierra Family YMCA.  In 1977, after 
development had started,  both log cabins were put 
onto giant trailers and driven through the fields to a new 
location on what is now Lake Shore Drive, just outside 
Northdale’s back entry at Newkirk.  It snowed in Janu-
ary, 1997 for the first time in memory, and the family 
celebrated their first Christmas in their new home 
the following December.  Willie then tended a pros-
perous three acre garden for many years in their 
new home.  Ragg Road which leads to the new 
YMCA pool campus was named in his honor.  
Willie died in 1997 and is survived by 

Wy, Sandi and granddaughters 
Amy and Jennifer.  Amy 

recalls learning to 
ride her bike on the 

newly paved roads of 
what became know as 

Northdale. 
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If you enjoyed History 101 you will love this 
additional saga.  We all know that Northdale is 
unique, and Wild Bill just adds to our fantastic 
history.  If you have a story to share regard-
ing early Northdale, please send it to the 
Editor and we will attempt to publish it in 
the near future. 
 

Wild Bill Watson and his wife, Opal Mae,  lived in a 
house on the Ragg Ranch where the original 
YMCA swimming pool is today.   Bill worked 

on the ranch by day and Opal Mae worked for 
Lowry Park Zoo.  By night they were both pro-
fessional wrestlers.  Bill’s particular “schtick” 
was Toby, a Florida black bear.   
 
Toby lived in a large cage with a den in the 
yard, but often came into the house and sat 
on the couch and enjoyed a bag full of treats 
from the day-old bread store; Twinkies and 

cupcakes were particular favorites.   
 

Wild Bill kept a homemade wrestling ring 
in the back yard with garden hoses for ropes 

and would wrestle and practice with Toby.  
The two made appearances all over the Bay 

area. 
 


